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JUDICIAL PERFORMANCE COMMISSION ANNOUNCES THE APPOINTMENT 

OF BERNARD KNAPP TO THE POSITION OF LEGAL ADVISOR TO 

COMMISSIONERS 

 

 

 The Commission on Judicial Performance announced today the appointment of Bernard 

Knapp to the position of Legal Advisor to Commissioners, to replace Jay Linderman who retired.  

Mr. Knapp was Advanced Civil Litigation Attorney in the Office of the County Counsel in 

Contra Costa County for nine years from 1997 to the present.  Prior to that time, from 1994 to 

1997, he was a partner in Ladar & Knapp in San Francisco.  From 1991 to 1994, he served as 

Senior Judicial Attorney for Associate Justice John E. Benson (deceased) at the Court of Appeal, 

First District in San Francisco. He also served as judge pro-tem in San Francisco Municipal 

Court between 1991 and 1994. 

 

 Mr. Knapp is a 1983 graduate of Hastings College of the Law and earned his 

undergraduate degree in Rhetoric at the University of California at Berkeley. 

 

 As Legal Advisor to Commissioners, Mr. Knapp will be responsible for assisting the 

Commission in its deliberations concerning contested matters and in the preparation of 

Commission decisions.  He will also be responsible for supervising arrangements for hearings 

and other administrative functions.  The Legal Advisor does not participate in the investigation of 

complaints or the prosecution of charges to ensure a separation between those functions and the 

Commission’s adjudicatory function. 

 

 The Commission is composed of six public members, three judges, and two lawyers.  The 

Chairperson is Marshall B. Grossman, Esq., of Los Angeles. 

 


